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11 is principal work, we arc told, is to advise people who wish to set up concerns. He also inspects industries owned by Government or those in which Government has a large share. A highly paid appointment for these purposes seems to us to be superfluous. We find it difficult to believe that the advice offered by an officer of this kind is likely either to encourage or deter a person who has decided to put money in a scheme from doing so. He would, indeed, be a bad businessman who had not made a study of all the circumstances relating to any concern which he proposed to start and had to rely on a Government official for advice. The inspection of the industries owned by Government or in which Government owns large interests by this officer, does not seem to have produced any particularly beneficial effects. In all the circumstances, we think that this post can be dispensed with. The saving oil this account will be Rs. 60,000.
Cottage Industries Sales Depot.—There is a Cottage Industries Sales Depot the expenditure on which in the budget for 1950-51 is shown as Rs. 60,340. The products of the various cottage industries of the State are sold through this Depot at 12| per cent, over cost. We are told that the loss to Government has been about Rs. 20,000 a year for the last two or three years, and that, for some years before that time, the Depot was self-supporting, although, when it first started, it ran at a loss. No proper balance-sheet seems to be made out from year after year. The amount received from sales is used for fresh purchases and is not shown in the budget. Proper procedure should be followed and every effort should be made to place this concern on a self-supporting basis.
Municipality and Public Improvement.—Considering the amount of money available for the City Improvement Board, a Superintending Engineer at the head of the department seems unnecessarily extravagant. An Executive Engineer would be quite enough. The City Improvement Board ought not to continue as a separate department. The most suitable amalgamation would be with the Public Works Department.
Public Gardens.—Considering the number  of   Public pdens, :a Superintendent ftji, the^rade below the present. with' one Assistant* should /suffice^ instead of the

